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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION 

SUITE 900 - JAMES K. POLK BUILDING 

505 DEADERICK STREET 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0334 
(615) 741-3653 

Fax (615) 741-1098 

July 1, 2010 
 
Mr. E. Patrick McIntyre, Jr. 
Executive Director and  
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Tennessee Historical Commission 
Clover Bottom Mansion 
2941 Lebanon Road 
Nashville, TN  37214 

 
RE: Avoidance Alternates for SR 126 (memorial Boulevard) from East Center Street to I-

81 in Kingsport, Sullivan County,  
PIN 105467.00; PE# 82085-1225-14 

 
Dear Mr. McIntyre: 
 
Enclosed is documentation concerning the above captioned TDOT Project in Sullivan County.  
Avoidance measures were taken based on information from the original archaeological survey 
submitted to you in May 2009.  Sites 40SV412, 40SV413, 40SV419, and 40SV421 will be 
completely avoided by the new alternate.  Thus, no potentially eligible or determined eligible 
sites will be affected by this project.  On the attached maps, the first two sheets labeled 
“Alternate B” show how sites 40SV412, 413, and 421 will be avoided versus the original plans 
shown on the last two pages.  The planners have also redesigned the alignment at site 
40SV419, the already NR-listed Yancey’s Tavern, to completely avoid encroaching on the NR 
boundary. 
 
In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (as amended) and 36 
CFR 800, regulations implementing compliance with Section 106, please review this material 
and provide me with your comments.  If any additional information is needed contact Alan 
Longmire (423) 282-0651, or me (615) 741-5257.  I appreciate your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Gerald Kline 
Archaeology Program Manager 
 
GWK:AL 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Ms. Jennifer Barnett/TDOA 
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The University of Tennessee does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, religion, national origin, 
age, disability or veteran status in provision of educational programs and services or employment 
opportunities and benefits. This policy extends to both employment by and admission to the University. 

The University does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex or disability in its education programs and 
activities pursuant to the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education 
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Act (ADA) of 1990. 
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Discrimination in Employment Act (ADEA) or any of the other above referenced policies should be 
directed to the Office of Equity and Diversity (OED), 1840 Melrose Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37996 3560, 
telephone (865) 974 2498 (V/TTY available) or 974-2440. Requests for accommodation of a disability 
should be directed to the ADA Coordinator at the UTK Office of Human Resources, 600 Henley Street, 
Knoxville, TN 37996 4125.  

Project # 2009-001. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Between January 22 and February 17, 2009, personnel from the Archaeological Research 
Laboratory (ARL) at The University of Tennessee (UT) conducted a Phase I 
archaeological survey of proposed new right-of-way (ROW) along State Road 126 
between North Center Street and I-81 in Sullivan County, Tennessee (Figures 1 to 5).  
The survey was conducted at the request of Alan Longmire, Archaeologist with the 
Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT).  The area was investigated prior to 
proposed road improvements along SR 126.  The archaeological investigation was 
conducted to fulfill obligations outlined in Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act.  Dr. Elizabeth Kellar DeCorse served as archaeologist in general charge 
and Michael Angst was archaeologist in direct charge.  The field and laboratory crew 
consisted of Charlie Susano, Nick Dunn, Howard Haygood, Desiree Ketteringham, and 
Stacey Savidant.  All materials associated with this project will be temporarily and 
permanently curated at the University’s Department of Anthropology curation facility.  
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION 

SUITE 900, JAMES K. POLK BUILDING 
505 DEADERICK STREET 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE  37243-1402 
(615) 741-3655 

JOHN C. SCHROER                  BILL HASLAM 
 COMMISSIONER  GOVERNOR 

February 27, 2014 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
P.O. Box 589 
Okmulgee, OK 74447 
Attn: Mr. Emman Spain, THPO 

SUBJECT: Section 106 Initial Coordination for the Proposed SR-126 (Memorial Blvd) Project, from East Center 
Street to I-81, Kingsport, Sullivan County, Tennessee 

 
Dear Mr. Spain: 
 
The City of Kingsport in cooperation with the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) is proposing to implement 
the SR-126 (Memorial Boulevard) project in Sullivan County (maps attached).  The widened roadway would vary from 
two-lanes to four-lanes with a landscaped raised median between the eastern city limits of Kingsport and I-81.  The 
approximate project length is 8.4 miles. Additional right-of-way is required.   
 
Native American Coordination was originally distributed for this project on January 9, 2012.  Since then, your tribe added 
Sullivan County to its list of counties of interest for transportation projects in Tennessee.  
 
The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) recognizes that federally funded undertakings, like the subject project, can 
affect historic properties to which your tribe attaches religious, cultural, and historic significance.  In accordance with 
36 CFR 800 regulations implementing compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA, I would like to know if you have 
information you could share with me about tribal concerns in the project area and if you wish to be a consulting party on 
the project?  Early awareness of your concerns can serve to protect historic properties valued by your tribe. 
 
If you act as a consulting party you will receive archaeological assessment reports and related documentation, be invited 
to attend project meetings with FHWA, TDOT, and the Tennessee State Historic Preservation Office (TN-SHPO), if any 
are held, and be asked to provide input throughout the process.  If you choose to not act as a consulting party at this time, 
you can do so at a later date simply by notifying me.  
 
Please respond to me via letter, telephone (615-741-5257), fax (615-741-1098), or E-mail (Gerald.Kline@tn.gov).  
I respectfully request responses (email is preferred) to project reports and other materials within thirty (30) days of receipt 
if at all possible. Thank you for your assistance. 
 

Sincerely, 

Gerald Kline 
Transportation Specialist I 
Archaeology Program Manager 

Enclosure 
 
cc  Robin Dushane, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
     Kim Jumper, Shawnee Tribe 
     Lisa C. Baker, United Keetowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
     Tyler Howe, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
     Richard Allen, Cherokee Nation 
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Robbie D. Jones

From: Richard Allen <Richard-Allen@cherokee.org>
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 12:37 PM
To: Robbie D. Jones
Subject: RE: Section 106 Coordination, Sullivan Co., TN #105467

The Cherokee Nation has no knowledge of any historic, cultural or sacred sites within the affected area.  Should any 
ground disturbance reveal an archaeological site or human remains, we ask that the all activity cease immediately and 
the Cherokee Nation and other appropriate agencies be contacted immediately.   

 

Thank you, 

 

Dr. Richard L. Allen 

Policy Analyst 

NAGPRA/Section 106 Contact 

Cherokee Nation 

P.O. Box 948 

Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465 

(918) 453-5466 (office) 

(918) 822-2707 (cell) 

(918) 458-5898 (fax) 

 

 

From: Robbie.D Jones [mailto:Robbie.D.Jones@tn.gov]  
Sent: Monday, January 09, 2012 3:46 PM 
To: Richard Allen 
Cc: Gerald Kline; Robbie.D Jones 
Subject: Section 106 Coordination, Sullivan Co., TN #105467 

 

Dear Dr. Allen: 
  
I'm sending this email communication on behalf of Gerald Kline, Archaeology Program Manager for the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation. Please see the attached letters and maps for the following project: 
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 SR-126, Kingsport, Sullivan County, Tennessee (PIN# 105467.00) 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Gerald Kline at (615) 741-5257 or 
Gerald.Kline@tn.gov.   
  
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
  
Robbie 
  
  
Robbie D. Jones 
Native American Coordinator 
TDOT Environmental Division 
Director's Office 
Suite 900, J K Polk Bldg. 
Nashville, TN  37243-0334 
Telephone: 615-741-3655 
Fax: 615-741-1098 
Robbie.D.Jones@tn.gov 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION 
SUITE 900 - JAMES K. POLK BUILDING 

505 DEADERICK STREET 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0334 

(615) 741-3655 
January 9, 2012 
 
The Cherokee Nation 
17675 South Muscogee 
Tahlequah, OK 74464 
Attn: Dr. Richard Allen, Research and Policy Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Section 106 Initial Coordination for the Proposed SR-126 (Memorial Blvd) Project, from 

East Center Street to I-81, Kingsport, Sullivan County, Tennessee 
 
Dear Dr. Allen: 
 
The City of Kingsport in cooperation with the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) is 
proposing to implement the SR-126 (Memorial Boulevard) project in Sullivan County (maps attached).  
The widened roadway would vary from two-lanes to four-lanes with a landscaped raised median between 
the eastern city limits of Kingsport and I-81.  The approximate project length is 8.4 miles. Additional right-
of-way is required.   
 
The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) recognizes that federally funded undertakings, like the 
subject project, can affect historic properties to which your tribe attaches religious, cultural, and historic 
significance. In accordance with 36 CFR 800 regulations implementing compliance with Section 106 of 
the NHPA, I would like to know if you have information you could share with me about tribal concerns in 
the project area and if you wish to be a consulting party on the project? Early awareness of your concerns 
can serve to protect historic properties valued by your tribe. 
 
If you act as a consulting party you will receive archaeological assessment reports and related 
documentation, be invited to attend project meetings with FHWA, TDOT, and the Tennessee State 
Historic Preservation Office (TN-SHPO), if any are held, and be asked to provide input throughout the 
process. If you choose to not act as a consulting party at this time, you can do so at a later date simply by 
notifying me.  
 
Please respond to me via letter, telephone (615-741-5257), fax (615-741-1098), or E-mail 
(Gerald.Kline@tn.gov). I respectfully request responses (email is preferred) to project reports and other 
materials within thirty (30) days of receipt if at all possible. Thank you for your assistance. 
 

Sincerely, 

Gerald Kline  
Transportation Specialist I  
Archaeology Program Manager 

Enclosure 
 
cc  Kim Jumper, Shawnee Tribe 
     Tyler Howe, Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
     Lisa LaRue, United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
     Robin Dushane, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
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Robbie D. Jones

From: Lisa Larue <llarue@unitedkeetoowahband.org>
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2012 8:07 PM
To: Robbie D. Jones
Cc: Laverna Stapleton
Subject: RE: Section 106 Coordination, Sullivan Co., TN # 105467

The United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma has reviewed your project, and has no comment or objections at this 
time.  However, if any inadvertent discoveries of human remains or funerary items are encountered, please cease all work and contact 
us immediately. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Lisa LaRue 
 
Acting Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
 
CELL: 918-822-1952  FAX:  918-458-6889 
 
NOTE!!!!!  As of DECEMBER 15, 2011, PLEASE ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE TO:  UKBTHPO-LARUE@YAHOO.COM 
 
PLEASE MAKE CHANGES TO YOUR ADDRESS BOOK, THANK YOU!!! 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Robbie.D Jones [mailto:Robbie.D.Jones@tn.gov] 
Sent: Mon 1/9/2012 3:49 PM 
To: Lisa Larue 
Cc: Robbie.D Jones 
Subject: Section 106 Coordination, Sullivan Co., TN # 105467 
 
Dear Ms. LaRue: 
 
I'm sending this email communication on behalf of Gerald Kline, Archaeology Program Manager for the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation. Please see the attached letters and maps for the following project: 
SR-126, Kingsport, Sullivan County, Tennessee (PIN# 105467.00) 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Gerald Kline at (615) 741-5257 or Gerald.Kline@tn.gov.  
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 
Robbie 
 
 
Robbie D. Jones 
Native American Coordinator 
TDOT Environmental Division 
Director's Office 
Suite 900, J K Polk Bldg. 
Nashville, TN  37243-0334 
Telephone: 615-741-3655 
Fax: 615-741-1098 
Robbie.D.Jones@tn.gov 
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